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A True Relation of a Horrid Murder committed 


_I- - vi the Perſon of Thomas Kidderminſter of 


pſley iz the County of Heretard Gent..at the 
White-Horſe Im in Chelmsford in the Corr: 
ty of Eſſex, in the Month of April, 1654. &s. 


T may not be amiſe, for the Reader's better and clearer un+ 
derſtanding of this Relation, to premife ſome brief Account 
of the Birth and Forwune of the unhappy. SubjeR af this fob- 
lowing Paper ; becauſe the Sequel of the whole Stary de» 
pends upon it, and thereby be: may alſe be able todiſcern the 

Finger of God m its Diſcovery. 


This. Thowas Kiddermiyfter was the only Son of Walter Kidder- 
er of Tupſiey in the Caunty'of Hereford Gent. by his firſt, Wi 
ter Kidderminſlier his Father was ſeiſed of an Eſtate in La 

of about the yearly Value. of Qne hundred Pounds, held by Copy 
of Court-Roll of the Mannors of Berton and Tupſley, fram: the 
Biſhop of Hereford. Walter Kidderminſter married a ſecond Wile, 
and in the Year 1620 died, leaving his Son Thema: then an Infant 
of Eleven Years of Age, who was preſented by the Homage, and ad+ 
mitted in Court to be the only Heir to Walter Kidderminſter his Fa- 


ther, according tothe Cuſtom of the ſaid Mannors. Some ſhort time 


after, the ſecond Wife married. ane Thowas Baker, a Man of a very 
mean and low .Condition : She being in Poſlethon of her farmer Hyf+ 
band's Eſtate at the time of his Death, did, together with Thowas 
Baker her ſecond Hugband, continue the Poſleflion thereof, and toak 
ypon them the Guardianſhip of Thowas Kidderminſter , who lived 
with them ſome time in his Minority. Ir ſeems, rcording to the un+ 
happy Condition of ſuch Infants Chenin ſuch Hands, 


to diveſt him of his Eſtate; and accordingly ſhe prownieh, That her 
Husband Kidderminſter, by his laſt Will and Teſtament, had devi 

one Moity, of the ſaid Eſtate to her ; tho' it is commonly prolnmgs 
244) 2 | | rnere 


1$ Mother- : 
in-Law, togerher with her Husband Thames Baker, contrived how | 


1620: 


1632. 


there was no ſuch Will at all ; and if there was any ſuch Will pro- 
duced, it is highly ſuſpe&ed, uporni ſeveral Circumſtances, that fuch 
Will was forged : Belides, if there bad been really ſuch a Will, ir had 
been abſolutely neceſſary, according to Cuſtom of the ſaid Mannors, 
that -a Surrender: ſhould have been made to the Uſe of ſuch. an. in> 
tended Will. Frances the ſecond Wife could have no Legal Pretence 
of Title to her Husband's Eſtate, or any part thereof, after . his 
Death ; for the Cuſtom of the faid Mannors 1s, That the firſt Wife 
after. her Husband*s Deceaſe is to have her Free-bench, which is, the 
Enjoyment of the whole Eſtate, dum- Caffa & Sols wixerit, that is, 
whilſt ſhe lives'Chaſt '*and Single; for by a ſecond Marriage her'In- 
tereſt determines, The Cuſtom of the ſaid Mannors 1s likewiſe, Thar 
the ſecond Wife of a Copy-holder is to have no Free-Bench ar all, if 
the 'Copy-holder had Ilue by his firſt Wife, who! might inherit; the ] 
Eftate; which was exaQtly the Caſe of Frances the ſecond es 
Thomas the Son of the firſt Wife excluding all-ber Pretences.. How-. 
ever Thomas, being under the Tuition of his ſaid Mother-in-Law and 
the ſaid Thomas Baker her Husband, was perſuaded'ro- believe, that 
it was his Fathers Will and Inteation, that Fraxces his ſecond Wife - 
ſhould enjoy one Moity of his Eſtate after his Deceaſc'; and for that - 
Reaſon he did permit his Mother-in-Law to enjoy it,. under the Tithe, - 
of that ſuppoſed Will of his Father. Thomas Baker (having Ifſus by*_- 

Frances a Son whoſe Name was Thomas) had -a Deſign to get all the ” 
Rate to himſelf and his Poſterity ; and in order thereunto, pretend» 
ed a Sale and a Surrender of the ſaid Eſtate for a- Valuable Conſide- 

ration, from the ſaid Thomas Kidderminſter, to'him the ſaid Thomas 

Baker and his Heirs. 'This Sale is pretended to be in the Year 1694, 
So for ſeveral Reaſons it is to'be ſtrongly preſumed, that there-was 
no ſuch Sale at all ; for Thomas Baker at that time was very welt 

known to be very poor, and had not Credit for «Five Pounds _ 
in all the County of Hereford : This Eſtate, which he pretended to 

have bought of Thomas Kidderminſter, being well worth 1600 /. to 


. be ſold, they pretend a Surrender of it in the fate Year ; and- it 18 


demonſtrable by the Roll, that there was no Surrender of any Eſtate 
in that Year 1632 ; for it appears by the Roll, there were ſeveral Sur- 
renders inthe Year 1631; and it appears likewiſe immediately after, 
in the ſame entire Roll of one Piece of - Parchmenr, that there were 
ſeveral Surrenders in the Year 1633, but none at all in the Year 
1632; which if there had been, would appear in the ſame Roll im- 
mediately after the Surrenders in the preceding Year 1631, ” 
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--" One Mrs, Hooper, Grandmother tothe faid Thea ar Kidderminſter, 
obſerving the Deligns and Pratices of Thomas Baker, and that her 
Grandchild was like to be deprived of his Inheritance, commences.a 
Suit : againſt the ſaid Baker as Guardian to her Grandchild; bur. ſhe bf 
dyin depen the ſaid Suit, there was-nothing| effeQtually, done, —- -* 
. ' Theſe were the early Misfortunes i this young Gentleman during £720 
hai Minority ; and very neceſſary to be taken notice of bere, for the 
' better Illuſtration of what follows. 
- | This youly micman finding t 
from him, and that he couldgþave little. or no: Account 


did endeav 


pip eat. Mi 


"gr 


his Eftate in Herefordſbire, which jf he had, perhapghe id not think 
it ſafe and convenient, the Kingdom being then "enÞroiPd in-+that 
infamous Rebellion, and/the County of* Hereford being moſt part of © 
the time of the Civil Wars a. Seat of a conſiderable part of the Ho- 
ſtility: Hereford being firſt a Garriſon for the King, under the Go- 

' vernment of Sir Henry Lingen Knight, and beſieged by the Scots in 
September 1645, and.ſurrendred to the Pgrliamenr on the Eighteenth 

if December the ſame Year. Thomas Kidderminſter «Eſtate being 
witma Cannon-ſhot of the City, and in all probability under the 
Feet of the Enemy in the time of the Siege, he night _— _ 
on 


— 


- *Reaſon to-think it not worth his while to look after an Eftate under 
thoſe Circumſtances, However, in the Year 1645 he took a Jour- | 
ney to Hereford, where he bad not been of ſeveral Years before, and 
found Thomas Baker in poſlefſion of the Eſtate ; and according to the 
- exigency of the Times, Thomas Baker made a bard ſhift to pay him 
6 {This was the laſt chns de ever was there, as you will kad by the 
Sequel of the Story ; from thence he returned ro Ely. Thomas Kid- 
derminſter, by his long Service in the Biſhops Fanuly, had got a cons - 
fiderable Sum of Money, and obſerying the Biſhop's Children to be 
of Age to a& for themſelves, he thoughgar Prudence to ſertlebimſelf 
upon! his own Bottom; and thereupon he Farm'd 2 or 3001. per Ann. 
from Sir Miles Sandys of Wilburton in the Ile of Ely, and others, and 
ſtock'd it with all things convenient. - Beſides the Farm, Sir - Miles 
employ'd.him in the ordering of the reſt of his Eflate, and intruſted 
him with all or moſt of his Concerns in the World, from whence did 
- -ariſea mutual Confidence betwixt them : And Sir Ales being a Per< 
Forf much in Debr, (occaſioned by an Adventure with others m Drain- 
1ng the Fen-Lands in the ſaid Ile of Ely) had 
ei up Money upon Security : Thomas Kid, 


'* , for him to ſeveral Perſons for ſundry Sums of Money. Sir Ales 
 * tbeigg thus involved inebt, was clapp'd up Priſoner in the Flee, 
' When: theſe things were tranſated, Mr. Kidderminfter, by a Power  -<»- 
derived from Sir Miles Sandy, did let Sir Milgghis'Houſe at V3/bur- ; 
mh ox 1n the If{le of Ely to one Hammond Wa reſerving for him- 
Zh, felf and Servants convenient Lodgings in the ffid Houſe, At this 
| time there was one Mrs. Anne Holmes in the Family, who waited on 
Mr. Hammond's Lady, with whom Mr. Kidderminſter fell in Treaty 
of Matriage, and in September 53. married her: Sir Miles Sapdys 
being at this time ſtill in the Fleet, and Mr. Kidderminſter being un+ 
der ſome ' chenfion of his Engagements for Sir AMsles, went to 
London, with an intention to viſit Sir Miles Sandys: But when: he 
arrived there, he ſound that Sir Ales died in the Fleet the Night be- 
' fore: He ſtaid in Town to ſee him buried, and immediately poſts 
back again to Ely, in order to difpoſe of his Concerns: there, for fear 
of Sir Miles Sandy's Debts. In this ConjunQure of Aﬀairs he took 
up a Reſolution to ſell and difpoſe of all his EffeAts m El, and to 
ſertle himſelf and his Family ſomewhere elſe for his better ſecurity. 
'B. Art that time he was of Opinion, That after he could have diſpos'd of 
| what he had in Ely, to go down to. Herefordſhire, and live there upon 
his Eſtate z but for ſomeReaſons he imparted to hixWife, he _ _ 
C 2, 


..__ Woeeks after Mr. Bainbridge the Parſon of #ilburtor, 'that married Mr. Bai 
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SC | | 
tladed, "That it was his better Courſe likewiſe to fell that Eſtate, and 
ſettle himſelf in a Place more convenient for his purpoſe. In purſu- 
ance of this Deſign, he ſends his Wife to. Lowdow under pretence of 
wing her Friends and Relations'there, telling her that he would in a 
feek or ten Days time (God willing) come thither to her, After 
his Wife's departure for Londoy, he fold what he could of his Stock at 
Eh, and got in what he could of his Debts that were due to him 
there, and brought along with him all his Writings, as well thoſe 
that concerned his Eſtate in Hereford, as others. The Remainder of 
his Stock, which he could not fell there, he convey'd in ſome hafte to 
Cambridge, where he entruſted particular Friends to difpoſe of is 
in his Abſence, he having then 1n his poſieſſion between Five and- 
Six hundred Pounds in Silver, and defgagh Journey to London ac- 
cording to his Appointment with his Wife, he changed in Cambridge 
the greateſi, part of his Silver into Gold, for the greater convenience- 
' -of Carniage ; and conſidering with himſelf that ir was dangerous for- 
him to go the direRt 'Way for [,ondow with ſo great a Charge of Mo- 
ney about him, he thought ir his ſafeſt way to go the By-Road with: 
«Guide to Chelmeford in the County of Eſſex, where the Guide was. 
«iſcharged, and he took up hu Inn that Night at the }hire-Horſe in. 
that Fown, where he had lain ſeveral times formerly, and where he 
was very well- acquainted, 'and at which Place he was that Nighe 
muarder'd,” as will appear by the following ' Relation. 'This 'was in. 
April, 1654. His Wife being then big with Child,was delivered of a. 
ay ge in Avguft following. Fe 
e not coming to Lowdown according to appointment : about three 


them, came up'to Mrs, Kidderminfter, and asld her for her Hayband ; bridge, 
who replied, 1 hoped you had brought me News of him; What's the 747 
Reaſon of i? 1 know not, ſays he; but he has made off all, and ,,, 
gone from thence : Which mughtily ſurpris'd her, infomuch that it 
'threw her into a Fir of Sickneſs, which had almoſt coſt her her Life: 
'But defirous to know the Reaſori of it, the defir'd Mr. Maidfor, a 
Gentleman that had Buſineſs there, and was going thirher, to ſend 
her a particular Account, who confirm'd the Parſon's Relation. 'The 
Jak Place the heard of him was Cambridge. Then a Report was , wn 
"ſpread that he was gone to Amfberdem, where ſhe lends to enquire 
for kies, but was aſſured he was not :tbere. - After ſome time the 
heard he was in Cork in Ireland; and thither the (ar, and made a . 
moſt diligent and exatt Scarch for him, borh in Oy RT 


\ ' 
* 
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the Intereſt of a Parſon there ;* but heard notking of hitm:-'Thes © - | 
again there.was a Report that he was in Barbadzes, and the fame; | 
2 _Clergy-man ſent to a Miniſter in Barbadoes to make enquiry afiif 
/ Kim, bur could hear nothing of him there. |. Then ſhe heard /he was | 
| in Famaica, (for then Oliver the Uſtrper having a DeGign vpon the 
Spaniards, had ſent out'a_ Fleer:under the Command of Pes arid Fe 
ables, who. mifling of their chief Deſign, took Femaica by-the:by, 
of which-Place Sir fob» Reynolds was made Governour) and: M,.Kd- 
derminſter having been'in the King's Army, and: formerly condemn'd 
for hs Loyalty, it was generally ſuppogd he'was in the'Fleer; becauſe 
2 great part of the Loyalliſts were ſent rhither.! Mrs. Kidderminſter 
in the mean time (in. Auguſt, 1654). bemg. brought to Bed 'of-a 
Daughter, and expoſed to get a Livelihood, was accordingly: enter- 
rain'd as a Wer Nurſe in 'Sir Chriſtopher Guy's Family NT nia | 
and'there fuckled Sir Foby Guy, at which: time ſhe received a Leitty 
-from a-Friend ,, whereby ſhe was inform'd, 'That her. Husba 
” _-Mr. Kidderminfer died in Famaica,' and had /left Sir [Fob Reyyal® 
B. ;Executor:for'her and her young Daughter: And by the ſame 'Lewar 
. the underſtood that-Sir:Fobn Reynolds was: coine to London, -' Sd"ag- 
: cordingly ſhe comes.to' London,. to enquire of him;; where ſhe heayy- 
- he was drowned | coming over [Seas for England, from the. Coaſt :of 
-Duzkirk : Bur ſhe metting in London: with one that. did belong -to 
-bim;- be affured- her thar there neirher- was, not had -been, 'gny fu 4 
- Perfor-in Famaice ; for he had enquired of' Mr. Hodges; who kepra © 
. Regiſter of all the: Paſſengers to and from Jamaice ; and ſhe. her ff F- 
bad ſearch'd the Regiſter two'or three times. | [12 $6) + GS 
*. From: Sir Chriſtopher 'Guy's ſhe went to Tupſiey in the Patiſh of ' __ 
© ' . Hamptir-Biſhop, near Hereford; where: ſhe had been-inform'd by her - 
Husband that he had an Eſtate ; :and Mr. Fohn- King, ' Sir Chriffo< © 
pher's Steward, went along with her to the Houſe where her Husbanid- 
: was' born, then in the'Pofleſſion of Thomas Baker, who was married 
: to Mr. Kidderminſter's Step-Mother. She ask'd Mr. Baker whether 
: Mr. Kidderminfter had been there lately; for her Husband had been 
. miſſipg a long while, and. ſhe thought to hear of him' there : 'How- 
ever, he demanded the: Arrears of Rent,' and expected they would 
.. ., _- pay her, if her. Husband were dead : But'they, as is believed, had 
| -- heard of her Husband's being miſling,. and therefore pretended they 
> -had.purchas'd: the ' Eſtate, and: ſo ought to pay her nothing: Buc 
56, - Mrs. Kidderminſter was informed by the digGo, that there was | 
* . -Aoſuchthing;. and was adviſed: by them: to look after it, por 
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>; *- <chem not break it, ins take ic- up carefully.” fortr 
w 4. | *ſome uſe or/other:: -ſo' they-took 'it 'up, and-found it! a'Bcully With - * 


3 Plice ſhe then lived New fe ei rprvanly and fidlog Dd aBoy 


themſclves,: Mr.:3fai&ow werit out t6 Mrs. Sexel; and"tnquiring | 

for the 1 hite-Horſe Mrs. "Sewell ask'd what Buſitelh he.had 
there #-/T'o which Mr. 148g/ on trade -anſwer, That-he: was comuro - 
enquire abouria Gentleman dhar' bad: been murdet'd-chere ſobia;Vears © 


ago! Fo: which Mrs. eve replied, Ay, thus «; dre Farnenty jd 
ings, 'whbo bath 'put. nf to a grdqt deal * trouble' about it already , 
but T 19will be reveng*d/oxs bim ;,and fo fell out into paſſionate Diſcout> 
ſey + But upon Mr- $faidfor's callingiin Mrs. Kidderminſter ſhe inte 
raedintely was" fiknry' not! ſpeaking ione | Word: to: them -afterwards> 
86they 'paid, and yenr theiv. ways hef#bite- Horſe, again, Where | 
Mr. Turner gavefhis Account concerning E finding and: digging | 
wer the Corpyf wiz. 
*'That-he, Mr. [Tiepmers; had Pales Wes his Neiglibobts Mez- 


t: - >66 were fitting down waſhing' thei Fd ;; wheh Mr. Zener ambea 


; Fa + ©they were willing to... Then he 


« dow-and his Orubard,- which-he \never::could keep long:ifabding); - 
« for if he mended them one day, they would be famed: aheandowh. | 
the'hexrr\ At laſt chets-hapacd « ; great Windz: which, Wh ; 
$2.& down all 'rogether3; ſo/he* reſolved to: make - a-Mudiawll; aid his 
> # Neighbour gave him leave to yon the Ditch od bis Side in. the Mea- 
-#.gow ; and his Men having »end of: caſt up: the _ 
" | for Por Foaref.the. Click rich 
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- / $ofaroin double. Turner took 'the Seulliand:zhr rivoter | 
* his Orchard; where the Graſs was high and ready, 


_<Ecall was: : obſerv? d torun uptul}, through the thick: Gr, 4 A 


% yy gave Yards, towards-the Houſe, till it topgd againſt a fallen Free 
*andhe fdllowed 3 i, - thinking rhete .might/be ſomething alive in A | 
groping For it. under; the ret 3: bi 
#:fount ir, and nothing in it burDirt-and Gravi | 
&'Thar'it-was' obſerved 'by forge: of, xh6'T 
* had ibeen a Pied Horſe kept aboye half a cement n\a. a. Bock Scoble, | 
4 withour' being led:our to Watt, as is uſual-;- after:that; 246. od 
*hing our, and he was.caken-up'as.a: Stray for the Eongt th 
' 4 nor, they making no'furthet Enquiry: _w which, gore: 
4+cafion to the Towns-pe -to::fufpedt: that -had, been-ſhme>. 


* hady murder'd therg "Bar the-Horle enings looſe; and-coming © | 
« 2gain to the Stable-Joor, Mrs. Sewe own'd-himy ſaying, It was  F- 


<& her-Horſe, and that :ſhe-had barght bim.of aKioſinan. :Burinor- * 


. _ Swikilading all the care-they 10ak-19.fegd him well heorgrew 7 
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had fons-fims: xcfofe inphed. wmicif'eo ſome it 
Won ory the” Peace. of ths County, ,who iflued out their. &- 
rant apzinſt Sewel and: his Wite,. who were both convangltbaſore * 
the Juſtices, where, upon their EZemination? "4p. ded. | 
however the Juſtices of the' Peace thought ht Boar, hit 
ear at the next Aﬀſizes, | and:alſa Mr; Tiener was xend-40; proſeantes; 
Sewell died abour a Fortnight bilore the Ares, that ſalpede ergy, 

Popſon'd by bis Wiſe ; for chil Sew bon or dd.val b-0Þ-2 

reed eye fone Ros ad been found =. © about. 


he E= - 4 bond ern &p hu Be 
Is a5 thrice thought. to haye beer) dead, but carue' to: iſe agdive /He- 
24 F./ | <*_ cen. 'defired:bis; Wife that be might ſpeak "ith ſoine of the Chief - 
, en of the. Town, for- otherwiſe he could not det; he Ni | 
outd not adapt ; Se at length he died, RE his Torgue' fwol 
10. his Maul Yo own Blood, Tha... 
guordy: ed 
c "the Afi; Sowell appear'd, and © hoing; ſitively's 
-mov'd agfnft ber, ſhe was continued under nrhing b A” 
/ which time the Lord, Chief Jultice Sir Qrlendo Bridgmen went: 
d-finding, ppedy.s could re hon Argh hc: 
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(ft -the \ ap aaa Was & fall, bi thy © 
Apmming th: etr,/dark' brown, i war 1 pg 
* "the ends; chat be wore dlack Saitin Cup, and cbatths hr herpes 
© of  alork Gre: -All: whit \ the found. agreed with 'her” Hutbang's, 
=” Then ſhe ask'd him, 'Vhat 'Nat he. wore ?, He replied, .4 Black ont: 
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y Kendall, that liv'd'at Xzd% 
ied been a'' 
the the Gentle ot 


. ar Chelmsford: at-rhe rms of 
ing there, neal her much better. © 'So the 

* oleft him 4. but- e ſhe left the: Town, 

- Bulk, and ſpo! 


: went again to the Blac ; 
Maſter of cheek: 'who adviſed'he 

| again with Mrs; May Martorhs;: for: ſhe would be her beſt: SU 

” - Rccortlingly my Lotd Chief Juſtice Bri "way nequiintetd 

- whar: Mes : Marrocks could eviderice; i _ he advife her: ey IH 

- again to: Rumfordfoamiager Mrs. *Marroo "DO make Ouh bfr —_—_— 
a Juſtice of Peace;- which' ſhe Jid before Juſtice 2idmuy.: - = s |, 

ing ſworv, -Juſtice Mildmay ifluesout'a Warrant for the Apprcbent” F' 

fion of Moſes Drayne the Hoſtſer, who was :1mmediately ſent to-Gaof.,. 


Afrer-which Mrs, Xiddermin#er was'to' go-init the tle 'of El; to' 


/ ſeek for Witneſſes who knew her Husband; arid his'Habit'and Horſe" f 


"where the tound his Man, ' who\ came afterwards w-the' AM zes/t&r 
Prove: the Clothes and the Horſe. Mrs. Kidderminfter went from © 
theiſle-of Ely tothe Coroner's Houſein Efex; within Twelve miles 
. of-Chehmiferd; whence: ſhe went» hd out ery. endall, who liy'd 4 i 
\ aboupa mile from the Coroner's Houſe, 5 | ſcen'ld _ A ; | 
: -. whightily: ſarpriz'd at Mrs. Ki ; &hd'could* v C 
L7 d-with "to make tiny Diſcovery: Betis þ irs. XidderminSt, A, 
. went ro the Iſle of Ely, 'ſhe*had been examined" by the Coronefvte * 
| weans, before- three? uf ices of the' Peace, SnFbvwmmrzthdy, Sir-Caft] 

and Imytyleſe; who could not perſuade her to con- 
þ- £& dy thinp.” Mrs: | rintter, together Withthe Coroner; werit 
2 the KG rh ts the Place where the lived; umd ſent for ter to Tua- 
+ very - wr ſame Town; bit by'altthe mens which they-coul®uſe, 


- 'A ald vonlſdF' no tiote than that ſbe waited on/Mr. Kidderminffer 
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Thi ſhe lay: eta ett—nay: | 
ner ſignified by a Leer 40 Mins... 
wha! pin veevir.of che! Lveere: paired 'to-Juftice: 1ſnlex ht: 

who'granted bis Warrane-to-ap her,-and.to bring her: 
_ hinzy which-was. put! in-executiony apd feſoy! fanlty com 
| her'to Newgate. /Fhis was done on Htdweſday,. a 
to beheld at Fre annps oy  Sorntrday-fellowiny 


in bd fox 


atafapenc ro-ap Antal, %ie that 1%>Deaphres | 
ne} her, Thar if ſhe confels'd, they peers af again: hery br 
have hey hang firſt ;; Rn”, 
Sewell's Wiſe Hegel. the Plag is ew beforginly i ©: © 1 
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L ©], 
Tong and thete ſhe ſaw the Getftleman's Har, H 


: Wo - Jer was worth niching of of s-own at = time of the Murder ; and 


oto 


your F {ie>ey Or 


ept lock'd for ci eight gg Une Why: ew, & hs Per- 
-Onie tirhe The qs1kd bs 

«as; wy -The Miſttiſs anſwered; They had no Gueſts fit for 
at Root , fort 4 wit kept for Gentlemen, 'Some time afrerwards, 
a Spier,” ber Mifter gave het "his Key to'Ferch' his Cloak oug 

A his' Rp '4rhere ſhe fv: the Gentleman's-Surg 


. © of Chthe, and his Cloak-hap?: which "faw-him deliver to them, 
be: © Abour nine Weeks afterwards her Miſtrifs ſends her op into the 


om wt _ the Gentleman had been. murder'd, to ferch fomethiog, 
* time ſhe had been 2n thar' Rot finge*ir hag? i 
She 4 over tht Room;"#nd Þokid upon i: Te 


$ os 
/« Boots, and the Satti Cap which ſhe thok off rhe Gerilatmans Head, - 


F þ - - and. han upd DR his He and laid it on the Table, when the made © 


. Hunger on: the Geareman's Ewe She | 


aſh down'to & Ms Gow, yas Her, 
4 « - RET and' rhe r Ml Thi Wok $ Tou Fad "Gen 
* tleman was gone to London 51 a Ca ;* Did" be go without Chthes, 
* or did Jou Hg forme? For I ſaw bu: Chibes in my Maſters, 
of "cb; and theſe efigg Þa #00; Sid the Hofter Tow hi hike a 
.'tbufe i, are "mine. | The "Maid *ahfwered, You are a 
CER 00s Jos Net Wha 4:4 the \Gentlenans, T know not -whiſe 
*« they are now: Her Miſtiifs hearing the Mail and the Hoftler quar- 


<7elling, the fell upon'the Mag, and there 4roſe ſome het Words 
G ® berwixt them, that her Miltrifs broke her Head in three ' ſeveral 
*: places, fo that'the Blood did run about'hen Eats: The Maid'talk'd 
© the Jouder, and ask*d her: whether ſhe intenided:to-murder her, as As. 
& ſhe did the Gentleman ? Then her Maſter, heating this Difturbance, 
* came to them,and perſuaded her to hold her Tongue and'bequier, 
She further depoſed, *That the Hoſtler had from his Maſter 60 /, 
© of the Gentleman's Money, for that ſome ſhort time after the Mur- 
ger he tentictic 607; ro a Woman thar kepr the GreyhoandFnn 'in. 
< the fate Town ; and that that miſt be the Money, for the Hoſt- 


66 5 that | 


© that-the Hoſtler had. the Gentleman's Clothes, which ſhe had ſeen 
* in her Maſters Cheſt.; and: that the Hoſtler ſerit them to one. Clarke 
* a Dyer in Mouſom, to, have them Dyed into, g Liyer-colour the 
© Dyer ask'd him why; he would have-the Colour alter'd, fi | 
* were of a better Colour;befqre?. The Hoſtler ;nnfwered, 'Tbaf; 
« would bave the 


xm Dyed, becauſe. he did not hike the Colour ; and 
that about a Twelvemonth after he. Dyed .the Grey; Hat Black. 
'Then ſhe depoſed further, © That her Maſter raifed himſelf: toa good 
* Condition upon a ſudden; for hefore he was ſo poor, that. his Land» 
- * lady would not, truſt him: for;a Qyarters Rent, ; but: would. make him 
* pay,cveryix. Weeks; and that be.could-not be truſted wah 

&© was forced to pay: for;one Barrel under another : | That ſhort] jo = 
* they bought a ruin'd Malt-houſe, and new built it, and did 


* lay out 40 /. in a day to buy Barley : There was ſeen upon. a fed 


® Clothes, and otherwiſe, and. that, if they. bought, bur a 1 


© den a great Change in_the Daughters Condition, /both as to-theie 
&« one-of the Daughters, there; was a Piece of (Gold. change! 
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--.1t her; Av, ſauh ſhe, Goody Shute, I have the 201, and 1 do in- 
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him:ſay, That it was well for 
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© rend to be one. Saith Goody Shute, Mary, Mary; take heed what 


| $,0u do: I would give them the 201. « again, an 20 and acquaint 


< ſome Juſtices of the Peace with it ; for the 20 |. may hang thee 2.0 
& Years hence. So they parted By the next. Morniog all was huſhe 
« ap at home, rea | Kendall came to Goodwife Shute, and begg'd 
«of her to ay not ins of their yeſterdays Diſcourſe, for what ſhe 
v had hey ſaid me ded From Paſſion, - yo = nou faid it, 
& MY +: Sbute, If I ao;met bear it queſtionea, 1 ay nothing of it ; 
but if at Aa it comes in _—_ ton, I will both -ſay it, and moke 
« you {ay jt tov, But Mary K being examined to this Manes | 
at the Trial, denied the; 4 of the 20 /, 


Mr: Turner gave in Evidence what you have read before, concern- wy. Tyr- / 
ing the finding of the murder'd Body ; and according to the Judges ner's Zvi- 
Order, he brought the Scull into Court, where, by their Dire&tion, dence. 


Moſes Drajne the Priſoner was bid tg take it up ; bur he trembled ſo | 
much, ha ws could hardly hold it in his Hank, 
|  Memorand, There, was a Boy that ſerv'd in Sewel's Houſe at the 
time of the Murder, and Sewel falling angry with bim, carried him 
vp Stairs, and tied him to a Bed-polt, where he whipp'd him with a 
Cart-whip unmercifully, that he cried ſo vehemently, that the Maid, 
Mary Kendall, _— ———_— him at Libert iy when ſhe heard 
ſhe came, or elſe bis Maſter would 
have murder'd bim, as. he did the Gentleman, when be blooded hims 
into the 'Hogs-pail, And the Boy ſaid likewiſe, He had heard. that 
the Gentleman was knock d on the fide of the Head with a Pole-ax; 
and afterwards bis Thos! was cut by bis Miſtriſs, with the belp of 
ber Daughter Betty.. .'T Pf engl eb were {proved at the-T rial 
by ſeveral. Perſons ; _ it == the Rumor had been ſpread. in the 
Town by means of this Boy. In ſome ſhort time after this Boy was 
ſent to Berbadoes, and ſold to a Merchant that lived near Billing/gote, 
at whoſe Houſe 'Mrs. Kidderminſter was to enquire for him. 
matter relating to the Boy's ſending away, was diſcover'd by the 
honeſt Diligence of Mr, Talcot the Coroner, who direfted Mrs. Kid- 
derminſter to trace this matter, and who hath the Notes relating to it. 
There were two Women, one of them a Waſherwoman of. that 
Town, and the other a Quaker that liv*d next Houſe .to Mr. Sewel; 
who both gave Evidence at the Trial. . The Waſher woman was go- 
ing by the Houſe very early, berween One and T'wo. in the morn- 
ing, to waſh in the Town.; and the Quaker was ficting. up: for her 


Hubagd, who was not then come home. They both of them made 
at 


hy 
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— Dit */Thar about thoſe Hours they heard Nile "in Mr. Shwel's 
{.. _ # Houſh, and a Mans Voice crying, What, wil you rob me of 11 
277 ® Money; and murder ma to0'? If you tabs my Money, pare my Life. 

'*/Then they-heard ſomething that'fell very heavy, and-a Noiſe av-it 
of Ghairs and Stools thrown about the'R 


* heard ſomebic "Ry out Mut 
phi eds be'Myſtakeri ; for there- was no Noiſe there, nor'was 
" © there any | [3 +: 
william William. | | | 
Denton, was produc'd as an Evidence to prove the Horſe, and the Gentleman's: 

Mr. Kid- Clothes and Hat,. which he did. ' © 9 200%! So oF 
Germin” , - There was « Waſherwoman who waſh'd the)next Waſh after tho; 
vidence, Gentletnan was murder'd, who being 'exatnitied by a Juſtice of the © 


Bloody than ordinary ; ſhe utterly denied that ſhe did, with this Ima 
precation , That if there: w4s any fuch, ſhe' wiſh'd ſhe might- rob 
alive: And {© it hapned;for a little time after her Bowels began to/ 
- , fot away, andhe became deteſtably-loathſorn till ſhe dred. BY 


- MF. Twrner and bis Wife related to Mrs, Kidderminſter, That ſome 
time after the Murder of her Husband, there came a Farmer to: lodge 
at SewelPs Inn, who receiv'd 20. the Town for Barley, whictt 
Sewell had heard of: And: in'the Night-time Sewell came to this Far- 
mets Chamber-door , attempting to get in ; but- the Farmer had- 
very carefully fet a T'able and! Chairs'and-Stools ts blockade the En- 
france : The Noife they 'trikde awalk'd him, whereupon! he ſwore, 
| That the firſt Man that broke in upon him ſhould meet his Death : 
Upon which he -heard Sewel”s Voice, which he knew very well, 
ſpeaking to ſomebody that was with him ; ſo they went down Stairs 
without attempting ariy- further, and the Farmer got up,' pt on his 
Clothes, and the next marning by break of day took his Hotſe and 
| rode away, without taking his leave. > | key, 
Ge Hoft- Upon the aforeſaid Evidence the Jury found Moſes Drayne the: 
Hoſtler Guilty ; and being after Sentence remanded ro Prifon, wah 
Five other condemned Perſons; as alſo Mary Kendall, whom'the - 
Judges had remanded to Prifori during Pleaſure + Being all together,: 
one of them, who was condemn'd {A having two Husbands,  ſpake* - 
thus to Moſes Drayne ; You ſee we are all here condenin'd to lit; | 


wil do 'wiel''to Gowefe Fhe whole Travh : "Had th Miiry 


- with Child at the time w 


ries of this Aﬀair. I have told you: formerly how her Hurband-was - 
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p EY * =» 
Hand in-the Murder of the Gentleman, or not? Speak the Truth, for 
we are all to die ſoom, He made anſwer, No, he had no Hand in 
the Murder, but hat ſhe had ſworn was Truth ;, but the Gentleman 
was murder d there, and that by his Maſter and Mftri/s, and their 
eldeſt Daughter, Betty ; but for hs part, he knew of it, "tus true, and 
was there, but did not ſtrike the Blow, nor help to kill bim; but he 
belpd to bury him, and had 60 1. of his Money, and all bz Clothes, 

ven bim by bu Maſter and Miſtriſs. He was going on to make a 


nccre-Confeſſion- how all things were, and his Wife coming in in © © 


the mean time, took hold of him, and bad him hold his Tongue and 
confeſs no more ; for if he died for it, he ſhould hang no body elfe : 
And ever after he would fay nothing, nor make any Anſwer, nei- 
ther to the Miniſter nor any body elſe, nor ſaid a Word at the 
: Moſes Drayne having confeſsd that Betty rhe-eldeſt Daughter had 
a Hand in the Murder ; -and Mary Kendall haying fworn at the*Frial, 
That the two Siſters were not in Bed that Night the Murder was 
committed, moved Mr. Talcot the Coroner to procure a Warrant 
from a-Juſtice of the ' Peace to apprehend the two Siiters: Which 


” being-done, and they brought before the Juſtice, he bound. them to 
appear at the next Afzes'to be held forthe County of Eſſex, .which 


was the-next Aſſizes after Mofes Drayne was convicted. When the 
Afſizes came, both the Daughters appeared, and a Bill of Indict- 
ment was preferred againſt them to the Grand Jury, againſt whom 
Mary Kendall gave the fame Evidence that ſhe had done before ar 
the Trial of Mofes Drayne, and alfo what Moſes had confeſſed in the 
Priſon. The Grand Jury thinking the Evidence not to be ſufficient 
ro find the Bill, they: return'd an gworamm, and fo the two Siſters 
were diſcharged by Proclamation. 


You ſee by the foregoing Relation, how the Widow was —_— 
en her Husband was murder'd, deſtitute 'o 
Friends and Money; which expovyd her afterwards to great Hard- 


ſhips : Youſee what Pains, Trouble, and Expence ſhe underwent in 


enquiry after her Husband, in tracing out the Marderers, and in the 
Proſecution of them, having little or no Aſſiſtance or Advice but the | 
Divine Providence, which affiſted and direRted her in the whole Se>. 


entitled 


ca (20) CEE, 
entirled to an Eſtate in Herefordſhire: When The was ſatisfied that her 
Husband was certainly dead, ſhe married, by which - Marriage ſhe 
loſt her Free-bench by the Cuſtom of the Mannor, and therefore did- 
(in the behalf of her Daughter) lay claimto the Eſtate. - I inſtance. 
the foregoing Particulars., to let the World fee what a 'Train:of 
_ Vexations this Gentlewoman met with in the Diſcovery .and-Proſecu- 
tion of the Murder of her Husband, and in endeavouring to vindi-- 
cate the Right of her Daughter, which aggravated the loſs of 'her. 
Husband, and together with him ſo conſiderable a Fortune, which 
— nies might have been a competent Support, for her and-her 
augncer. | SA Fac art non; <1 
Having: ſo.great an Afurance of her Husbands Right to the ſaid 
Eſtate, and by his Death the ſame Right veſted in her: Daughter z, | 
ſhe thought her ſelf obliged in Conſcience to uſe her utmoſt Endea=. | 
vour in both. When ſhe took this Task in hand, ſhe found that 
Thomas Baker having furvived his Wife Frances, 'dicd in the Year 
1662; and that Thomas his Son was the ſame Year adnutted Tenant 
to the whole Eſtate, as Heir to his Father. Now when the Widow, 
or any Perſon, made any Claim to, or made an Entry into the ſaid 


Eſtate, in the behalf of the Daughter, as Heir at Law to her Father, 


Thomas Baker the Younger (believing that the length of Time, to-. 
with the Concurrence of many Accidents which had hapned 
m the-Reyolution of ſo many Years, had quite extinguiſh'd all the 
Light that the Heir could hope for to make out her Tule; and in 
Caſe-a clear Proof could be made our of the Title, fo long a Poſ- 
ſeſſion would bar all Pretences, by vertue of the Statute of Limita- 
tion) confiding in theſe Reaſons, made an obſtinate Defence ; fo that * 
between the Years 7a and 80, there were no leſs than three Ejet- 
ments brought at Common Law, and three Bills exhibited in the 
High Courr of Chancery, and Proſecution made in every Suit both 
at Law and Equity : But ſo many Endeavours prov'd unſucceſsful, 
by the Power of the adverſe Party, and by the ill Management" of 
the Buſineſs on the Plaintiffs fide. Any Perſon who hath had the 
leaſt-Experience of the Trouble and Expence that attend the Profe- 
cution of Law-Suits, may eaſily gueſs what Share of both this Gen- 
tlewoman.had in Ten years time; and eſpecially fighting with an 
Adverſary who was to beat the Plaintiff with her own Weapons. 
In the Year 1682, Thomas Baker the Younger. died; and ever: 
fince his Widow hath enjoyed the whole Eſtgte in right of her Firee- 
: ench, 
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bench. The Heir at Law being married ſome Years ago, hath 
brought this troubleſom Portion to her Husband, -who hath now a 
Suit in Chancery depending for it. | | 

'Fhus we ſee how one Misfortune produces many. The Murder 
of the Father, and at the ſame time the loſs of all his Writings, hath 
proved the Occaſion of this continual Trouble to his Poſtericy. And. 
thus we ſee how juſt and faithful a Wife this Gentlewoman has been 
to. her Husband, and how careful. and. induſgent a Mother ſhe has 


becn to her Daughter. 


